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heep it. 


SYED N the humanity of Jeſus Chriſt 
| PS lucha luſtre and beauty did 
YES ſhine and break forth, that! 

YZ JJ. evenin ſucha deſpicable per- 


|But be ſaid, Yea, rather| 
| bleſſed are they that bear| 
the Word of God and 


ſon as he was deemed to be, 
[yet the very words which be ſpake, and 
'the works that he did, declared him to 


be no lefſe then the Son of God; as in} 


Foh. 7. 46. his very enemies confeſſed 
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| Nor hearers of the Word, 


that never man ſpake as Chriſt ſpake, he ſpake | 
better thenreyer mad) ſpake, by the words 


hedelivered.it-was# evident he was more 


ſpake plainly with an audible voice his 
$8 ay 6 10cm concerning. the miracles 
Which ſe wrought, it was ſaid of many 
of cher, that never was it thus done ſince the | 
beginning. of the World, his miracles wrought| 8 
admiration even in the hearts of thoſe] K 
| men, in whom they wrought envie and} 
malice againſt him. The miracle ſpeci- 
fyed in this Chapter, the ditpolieiing of 
a dumb man of the Devill ;zthis did fpread 
abroad the fame and renown of Chriſt 
: mroget many. parts ofthe world, and 

though his enemies were fo obſtinate, that} Þ 
they would not (notwithſtanding theſe} Þ 
miracles that he wrought) acknowledge| | 
| his divinity, yet there was a young woe 
| man that ſ)ipr out of all the company 
and went to Chrift, and lift up her voice 
ſfaluting him in theſe words, ſaying, Bleſſed 
is the womb that bare thee, and the paps which 
gave thee (mck, ; though the Phariſees wonld 
not call himbleſſed, yet this young wo- 
man cryed out, #leſſcd is the wamnbthas bare 
thee, And had this commendation been 
[given to anorher,. it might have made 
him proud, but it works a contrary effcct 
upon Chrift, he rather gives her a rebuke 
then any thanks, andtels her, that rathe: 


Heſſe 


then man;. but the works which he did, | 
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but doers are happy 


keep it. And thus I have brought you 
to the words of my text. Bur before Iþ 
come to give you thedoQrine which the 
words will afford, give me leave to ſpeak þ 
ſomething concerning the young womans 
ſaluting of Chriſt after this manner z the 
words which ſhe ſpake were a common pro-| 
verbe amongſt the Jews: when any man | 
had done a thing commendable , thatf 
was exccllent and extraordinary, they | 
would preſently crie out to him, Bleſſed} 
is the womb that bare thee, and the paps that] 
gave the ſuck, ;from whence | would note to 
you thus much. 

That good Chilgren are a great bleſing and 
commendation #2 their Parents. | 

And hence it is that you read ſo often 
in Scripture what a great blefling ir is for 
a Father, to be the Father ofa good Son;| 
and for a Mother to be the Mother of a} 
good Child, in Prov. 10.1. & 15.20. And 
on the contrary, what a great curſe It 1s 
for Parents to bring forth wicked children 
into the World, a wicked child is a ſhame 
fo his Father, and a heavineſſe ts his dother | 
that brought him into the World. 

The Le I would have you make of this 
doctrine is this: 

You thit have good Children, that are | 
inſtraments of the 'praiſe and glory of 
God, bleſſe his name tor them; and you] 

| that 
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bleſſed are they that bear the IVerd. of God and, | 
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Not hearers of the Word, 


Dog. 
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|cthewomans ſpeaking thus of Chriſtzbleſſed 
[is the wombthat bare thee, ard the paps that 


| Word of God and keep it ; ſo that from hence 
note,trom Chriſts example here, | 


[101 be not tickled with pride, when ever you 


{chat brought him into the world: from 


[that have bad children look upon it as 
aſtro:ak of Godsheayy hand upon. you ; 
bur this is only a point by the way, from 


gave thee ſack; but Chriſt told her, rather 
bleſſed are they that hear the Word of Gad and 
keep it. Chriſt ſayes rather bleſſed, -he does 
not not ſay that his mother that bare him 
wasnot bleſſed, for the did bear: him in 
{her heart as well as in her womb: but 
Chrift ſpeaks this with a gentle and lo- 
ving rebuke tothe woman that gave him 
this commendation ; ſayes Chriſt, thou 
cry« out, Heſſed is the womb that bcar thee, | 
but | ſay, rather bleſſed are they that beay the| 


_ —— _—— 


That yoz muſt take apreat deal of herd tha 


hear your [elves er yours commended ; you ſte 
here Chriſt wouid give no way to their 
commendations of his mather, 

And then again, yea rather bleſſed; Chriſt 
layes that tnoſe are rather blefſed that bear 
the Werd of Ged and heep it, then bis motber 


whence ob{erve, 
That a belecver that hears and obeyes Chriſt 


| Mary was mieerly in bringing Jeſus Chriſt 


is rather bleſſed in ſo doing, then the Virgin 


mio toe World, though it were the happieſt 
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birth that ever Woman: brought forth. © | 
| 'Andoh how ſhould this be a ſpur to} 


| Bur] ſhall keep you no Ionger in the 
entranceinto the words, and therefore x 
ſhall only give yon *ſomerhing to note} 
| from the manner of the exprefſion that | 
Chriſt here uſeth, and then draw out the | 
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| ſed arethey that hear the "word of Gold anil keep it. 


| hear, but,Blefſed are they that bear and keep 
_ | what they do hear. | 


" but doers are happy. 


hearers to make them obey and praCtiſe 
what they hear ! 


do&rine the words will afford. In the 
form of ſpeech that Chriſt here ufeth, 
obferve, it is not ſaid,  blefſed are they that 
bear the Word of Ged,there are many fotts of 
heaxers that come ſhort of bleſſing, bt bleſ- 


There are 4. ſorts of hearers, ſpoken of 


(1) Itisnot ſaid, Blefſed are they that 


(2) Itisnot ſaid, Blefſed are they that 


yetitis not ſaid fo, leſt men ſhould think 
that a bare and naked beleeving were 
{enough to entitle them to bleſfſednefſe: 
there are many men that pretend to faith 
[and affaurance, and yet live above duties, 
| above hearing,and praying, &c. and there- 


in Mat. 13. and three of tliem are bad, and} 
but one good, that Hears che Word aright; | 
all that hear;,the Word doe not obtain a| 


beleeve (obſerve thar )though this be true. | 
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| beleeve, but they that hear the Word and | 


| keep 


[that they hear nothing bue that which is | 


—_ 
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8 | Nos hearers of the Word, 
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- (3) It isnot ſaid, Bleſſed are they NN 
keep the Word in a disjunfion from hea- 
ring, but they that keep the Word in a 


that, hear and keep. There are many men. 
that pretend to be high flown in their 
practiſe, and to keep what Chriſt com- 
mands thegz, but yet it is a disjun&ive obe- 
dience, they will not hear ; thoſe are only 
' bleſſed in Chriſts eſteem, that keep and bear 
the Word of God. | £3 
| (4) Ir is not ſaid here. in the. text, 
| Bleſſed ſhall they bethat hear and: keep- the 
Word of God, = bleſſed are they that 
 bearand keep the Word; thou ſbalt' not | 
only be ableſſed man when thou comeſt] 
to heaven, but thou arc a bleſſed man 
whileſt thou art here upon earth ; thou 
| haſt thy frait unto -hojineſſez andthe: end 'ever- 
laſting life, Rom..6. 22. al Send frert | 
(5) Obſerve ſucther, it is-not ſaid, 
Blefſed are they that hear and keep it, but 
Bleſſed are they that hear the WPord of God and 
keep it. For you'may hear errours and 
blaſphemies and keep them, and be accur- 
ſedfor ſo doing ; but bleſſed are they that 
| hcar the Wordef God and kgep it. And this 
ſhouJd teach men to take heed, bow they hear, 


| 


conjunCtion with hearing, bleſſed are you | 


| and what they hear, and whom they hear, and | = 


the' 
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 \neble bereſies, 2 Pet. 2. 3. many ſhall fol- 


| hear my Word, the people might have| 


| ptures, Preached out of their mouths,and 


ſhould follow teachers, thac bring in dam: 


low their pernicious wayes: Now {uch as 
theſe are not bleſſed, that hear men that} 
bring in errors and hereſics, but they are 
curſed rather. 

(6) Obſerve further, Chriſt does not 
end keep them ; but, that hear Gods Word: for | 
had Chriſt aid,rather bleſſed are they that 


been ready to think, that Chriſt did in- 
tail blefſedneſiconly co his own Preach- 
ing, and to them that did hear Chriſt per-| 
(onally teach here upon earth : but ſayes| 
he, Bleſſed are they that bear the Word of | 
God, beit either by Paexl, or Apollus, or 
T imothy,or Titws, or any Miniſter of Chriſt } 
to the worlds end. Who ever ſhall hear 
the Word of God contained in the Seri- 


{hall keep and obey it, they are rather| 


for that only reaſon of bringing me into} 
the world, Thereis in this very expreſ-| 
fion a ſecret glory put upon the Miniſters 
of the Word, and this is the reaſon of| 
that ſaying in Scripture, He that believes | 


a falichfull Miniſter ſhould convert moret 
fou es then ever Chriſt did 2 it is true}: 
| _ Chriit! 
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ala greater works then Ghriſt did z that is, 


but does are happy. oy 
the: Word of God. We read of ſome that] 


ſay, Rether bleſſed are they that hear my ſayings | 


bleſſed then my Mother that bare me is,| 
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| 10-{  Nothearers of the Word, | 
© _ , Chriſt might(if hehad ſopleaſed) have! 


| converted every man that heard him, bur 
he would not,left men ſhould thereby have | 
undervalued his Miniſters, and have 
; thought that none eould e onvert fouls 
but Chriſt ; and therefqre there were more 
converted by Peter and 'other Apoflles, 


There were ſome in the Church of 
Corinth, x Cor. 1.12. that ſaid ſome of them, 
| We arefor Payl; others, we are for Apollo; 
others, we are for Cephas; and others, we are 
for Chriſt. Now the Apoſtle blames them 
that any of them ſhould fay,I am of Chriſt; 
there were ſome among them that ſaid, I 
carenot for hearing of Paul, or Apollo, or 
Gephas, I will hear Jeſus Chriſt: it was a 
vanity in them to undervalJue the Miniſt: y 
of Pauland Apollo, and to cry up Chrift ; 
it is a finfull crying up of Chrift to cry 
down Paul and Apollo. And fo in thele 
| times for men to cry up Chriſt, and yee 
to cry down the Miniſtry, is as finful] 
nowas it was.in the Apoſtles tinie; and 
therefore Chriſt himſelf was carefall ro 
preſerve the honour of the Miniſtry that 
|was to ſucceed him to the end of the 
world : Bleſſed are they that hear the Word of 
page end keep it, | 


[then there were by Chriſt himſelf, becauſe | 
| he might hereby encourage men to the| 
| hearing of ordinary Miniſters. þ 
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| (7) Itis nor ſaid, Rather; bleſkd are, 
they tor hearing, and for keeping ' the 
Ward, bur, Bleſſed are they 
that keep at, /\;, EE 3 ne. 
Bleſſed doers never come in with a. for, 


that bear and! 


 does:notblefſe thee. for thy bearing, thaugh 
thou ſhouldeſt hear as many Sermons as 
there are dayes, but he blefſech them that | 
hear, and that praftiſe what they hears | 
bearing the'. Word. and; praftifing and 
obeying. of it, are the qualifications or 
chara&eriſtical! notes of ſuch perſons as 
ſhall be bleſſed by Chriſt; but not the 
cauſes of their bleſſcdneſle. 

And thus I have given you theſe feven 
nores from the form of ſpeech Chrift here 
uſeth. 1 ſhall now explain the words a 
liccle more to you, Bleſſed are the) that bear 
the Word of Coil and keep it. | | 

What is icant here by keeping ihe Word). 
you hear * | | 

Aj. You muſt know there is a double} 
keeping of the Word, the one in your; 
memor:ics, the other in your pra@ile.. 

I. in'onr memories, this you have men» 
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head 


La 


Mary #7 all theſe things, and pondered them , * | 
in ber beat. Gur memories ſhould be like; * | 
the Arke wherein the por of Manna was | 
kept; the Word of God ſhould be treattts} p 
a up in our memories as 'the por of | | 
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[this! 


[Itnot been in. the Bible, it had been.in- 


| Word of God and keepeſt it, then upon 


a 


N ot hearers of theWord, £ 
Manna was in the Arke : but this is not 
the keepinghere ſpoken of; for there are 
many men that. keep the Word in their 
memories, and yet neyer praiſe it in their 
lives: 7 248 1 IR” . 

' 8. There is a keeping of the Word in 
your pragiſe:' When you' have a conſet- 


rable to what you hear and know,and this 
ts the keeping that is here meant ; Bleſſed 


conſcience 'to do what they hear and 
know. . 


ſervation from them will be this. 
_*Fhar' tbey are rather bleſſed that hear the| 
Word of God and prattiſe what they hear, then | 
the mother of Feſus Chriſt was for bringing him| 
intotbe world. 
Beloved, itis a point that I confeſſe, had| 


credible, that thoſe that hear the Word] 
and keep it, ſhould be rather bleſſed, then 
ſhe «hat bare Chriſt in her womb. That | 
Chriſt ſhould pur a rather bleffed upon 
thee oh man or woman that heareft the 


the Virgin Mary for bearing Chriſt in- 
cotheWorld; what a great priviledge is 


Beloved, it is worth your noting, what 


onable care: to ſway your praiſe anſwe-|* 


are they that hear the Word of God- and keep it ;| 
that is, keep it in their praQiſe, and make} 


The words being thas opened, the ob- | 


|— 
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| fin,and it ſo, why: ſhould Chriſt pronounce: 
| | others rather bleffed then fhe ?. This then] 


| 


| amr == =o 
la different dialed is uſed, between this wo, 
{man herein the: text, and.. Elizabeth thas 
{was couſen german to the Virgin Mary; 
{this woman in the texr ſhe cries our, | 
{Bleſſed is the womb that hare thee, and the| 
{paps that gave thee ſuck. Bur Elizabeth {he| 
|ſayes, Bleſſed is ſbe that beleeves, 1f the Vice] 
. | gin Mary had not bore Chriſt in her heart| 
'E | as wcll as in ker womb, ſhehad nor been: 
]a blefſed woman. 
| Before give you the reaſons ofthe poin|, 
1 ſhall only draw this. inference fromit,.| 
| to confut:the-dotage-of theChurch of Rome| 
4that do ſo much dote upon the Virgin; 
| Mary; where they have one ſervice for the: 
{glory of Chriſt; they have twenty for the! 


_— 4 


do ſo crieup the righteoufneſle and holi-{ 
{they do undervalue-the righteouſnefle off 
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glory of che Virgin Mary. They would make! 
the world beleeve that ſhe was without: 


{ [is aconfutation of the Church of Rome,| 
* {chat hold thac the Virgin Mary had no: 
| toriginall finz and i (ſo, then the ſhould} 


have been rather. blefſed then.any oneelſe' 
1n'the world; and if that beerutgthen chis 


(2) This -confutes them, becauſe they! 


nefſe anddignity of the Virgin Mary; that: 


text muſt needs: be falſe, for Chriſt ſayes; | 
here, - that -rather bleſſed are chey that bear} | 
the Word of God and keep it, then ſhe. 


—— 


| 


—_— 


— Jeſus] 


on it. > X as j 


us {4 oh Bd ot; > Sh; 45 
by FS, -; 5h f 2, Say, LE = 
F 


"N Us Choe; faheward, 


— 4 — Mu. Ge 


Fefus Chr! het Sons they! ſo dote upon 
Fo ie Mary; that-:they:imake de ke | 
Feat Mediator for us' 'to: the : Father : 
whereas weſay, and maintain, that Chriſt 
| 1s the only'mediaror, for-there is but one me+ 
\Heator herweei God and MY the man LO 
' Jeſt. | 

| Miniſtets had never more heed to. con+ | 


_ 


| fate Pbpiſh-do&rines. and opinions then 


now. For never was Popery: more like to 
increaſe and flouriſh in this:Land then 
{now it is, and Therefore Þ:do the rather | 
{give theſe glances'concerning them becauſe 
{there is a'great deal of danger, lelt peoplc 
{be infe&ed with theſe Popiſh fooleries. 
{F- ſpeak chig'mpon/ my'own "experience; | 


land in-all that- tine I never: perceived © 
| many Inclining- rowards//Popery, 'as::] 
have done within theſe rwo months; fince 
theſe late ficange aRtiong that haye becn 
done amongſt us, I have feen'many to ſtag: | 
ger about! our Religion, and have been 
ſtrongly tempted ro imbrace and fall.to Po- 
pery, which" is-che reafon: that induced 
me to make'this digreſſion; 
We. come now to the Reaſons of the 
point. ,- 86 
(1) Becaufe chat Chrift does count fiich 
in neer relation to himſeWf-nay in a neerer 
eclation x&#* him, then: his own natura]} 


[nl ek 3-\$95--34, 35 whey. 
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'—____ bat dow are happy, © 
{they cold Chriſt, thac' his ' mother and 
is brethren were without ſecking tor 
. \him, ſayes he, Who is my mother or my bre- 
\thren 7 Whoſoever ſhal! hear the Word of God 
anll keep it, the ſame is my brotber 'my ſiſter and 
mither. 


God and keep what you hear, you ſhall; 
perfever and have the end of your faich; | 
in Mat. 7. 24. ſayes Chriſt there; J/boſcever 
beareth theſe (ayings of mine and, doth them, T 
will liken him unto a wiſe man which built bis 
houſe upon a rock,, and the rain deſcended and 
{the ſhows came,and the 'windes blew,and beat upon 
that houſe, and it fell not, for it was founded upon 


1 


{Godand pradile it, ſhall have the end of: 
their faich, and have their ſoules built 
upon that rock Chrht Jeſus, that ſhall ne-' 
[ver be removed.  ETL o uhes 
|. (3) You arebleſſed in praftifing what 
{you hear, becauſe thereby you may bring 
{many others to blefſednefſe: in x, Pet. 3.1. 
ſayes the Apoftle there,JYives be in (wbjction 
to your own busband,that f any obey, not the word, 
|they, may without the" worid be won by the con- 
[aerſation of their Winer) oO | 
| And thoſe men that have beet won to: 
{Chriſt by your good example, when they: 
come to appear before God, in judgment, ; 
by ſeeing you they ſhal glorifie God in the. 
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(2) Becauſe if you hear the Word of| Rea. 2. 


j"._5yE | 


—— 


no. 


ID TIE Y . E n 


Reaſ. 3. 


2 of their vilitation,and ſhall blefſe Go 
| | that| 
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|chey . ſhall come. themſelves ra heaven 


Angels lite all follow 
that you ſhall lead Angels lives bereaftef,” 


[are ARON 


that by your. means they were brought, ro 7. 
heaven... .-- 

(4) he that praflife what they | hear 
are bleſſe Becauſe, though H1ag may: 
not bring Fel to heaven, yt. they are 
Wee to. cone. to; heaven themſelves, .jn 

Revetgu n2g 13» Here is the patience of the 
Saints, and oy are they that keep the com- 
maxdement.s of Gul and the faith of Teſs : 
Bleſſed are tbe dead that die in the GE; they 
reft from their laboxr, and their works "ollop 
them :, thoſe, that keep the Commande- 
ments. of God, and the faich of Jeſar, 


thopgh they bring no body. elle thither. 

Where a_ Goſpell | life. gQes befgre, an 

oe You 'that, 

lead Goſpell Tiyes here, allure your {elves 

and therefore make conſcience, to. do And 

PN oh you hear-and know, .*-. 

ome now to the Application, and 

the UT ſhall; make. of it . ſhall be 

threefold, for Lamentations Con ſolation, s 
ng FR reach 7. 

'C# )Fo; entation is it ſo.tl £ 

[5-7 od i vg by 

what they. hear in. the word, then the 


Virgin Mary? Oh chen how ould this | 


conſideration provoke you to 'Lamenta- 


| 
tion, . that when you may have bleſſ ng 
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upon ſuch teaxms as theſe, Hear my Word 
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and make conſcience to-praQiſe it, and 
you ſhall be bleſſed, yet you do reje& your 
own mergic, Oh thou peryerſe and hard 
hearted man or woman,that wilt not pra- 
|Aiſe what thou keareſt, thou doft reje&| 
[thy own. mercy. The Devill could not 
damn... thee, if thoy.wouldeft not damn 
hy ſelf. Thou Oh man that Jet the Word 
{ſay what It will, thou wilt do what thou 
\ ]lift, doe thou not ſtand in the way. of 
thy own blefſedneſle,. and reje& thy own 
mercy? £ | 
| Ando ſet home this particular upon 
your hearts, give me leave to preſle it with 
theſe 3 or 4 Conſiderations. 


make conſcience to praiſe what thou 
beareft,thou doft provoke the Lord to take 
away the Word from thee, that thou (halt | 
nothear it at all; in Amos. g.becaule that 
Iſrael was weary of the Word of God, and 
of his Sabbaths, ſaying, ben willthe new 


Sabbath, that we may ſet forth Wheat? There- 
fere {ayes God, Iwill.cauſe the San to godown 
at, ng, and T willdarken the earth inthe clear 
day, and T will ſend a famine in the Land, not a 
famine of bread, or athirſt for water, but of bea- 
ring, the Yards of the Lord. ND 

God may take away the: Word from 


| © . . 
you, for your not Sronens under it, in 


(1) Confider, that thou chat doeſt not Cyyſd.x, | | 


"moon be gone, that we may ſell Corn, and the| 


Mat. 21. 43- The Kingdome of God ſhall be 
| ae hs C taken 
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! che Prophelis of Eſay from the 13. to the 


" Tread there of rhiny Aiſnialf 'denuntiari- 
| ons of ſiidgment,t 
i burdert _Tyre,t 


| d:ſe7t of the Sex; any nat! 
(did the Lord command the. Prophet to 
| prono6unte "a burdenſome Propheſic 
| gainft ; but amongſt them all there is the] 
{ burdef\ of ' the pallty of viſion in the 22. 

Chapter, and-ic 1 | 
{ che moſt burdenſome of them all, and the! 


Yo you "dndgiben to 4. Nation bringing 
ep Toy 7 ran F 1 
Lonhider, th! thy hearlag, oft ou 

of "nb ptzAiewhige thou hearch, will 

apgravate thy da wn Mn an other way;in 

15. 22. ſages \ tld, #1 Rad he come 
ad foken wits them, they bad not bad fiat, but 
new thiy have mh \ cloak, for their fin; So in 
CUR 1%: 45, Thi ſent hit kat bis Lords 
| will, ml nr not or i} neither did ac- 
| aridine 6 if WHI, foals  beateni with wany| 
is i obſetvatioh char one hath upon | 
24. Chapter of that” Prophefie, ou ſhall] 
& burden, of Bulylan, Chie | 
Xe Durden of Damaſcits, and. 
7)pt, and the parden of the 
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any nations and People 
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is obſerved. that this is 


reaſon, Is, becauſe that was a. place of} 
Vifion and RnoWwledge, where the Word of 
God br diſpenſed; 'ahd becauſe of their 
fnfulneſſe'* and ' unproficableneſſe,, their 
burden is ftieavier then all.the reft, becauſe 


| ics the” burdep!' of the valley of viſion. | 


_.... Though 
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but doers' ave happy. 


Though other men may goe to- hell that 
live in thoſe 'parts of the World where 
the Word was: never taught, and where 
they never heard the voice of the glad 
ridings of ſalvation ſounding in their 
ears; yet thoſe that live where the. Go- 
ſpell is preached, and know and-yert do not 
walk anſwerably, ſhall go to hell with a 
heavier burden, then the other ſhall 
doe. | | 

(3) An other conſideration is this, 
thar thou art yoid of the love of God,thou 
loveft not him, nor he thee, if thou dof 
not make conſcience topraftiſe what thou 
doeſt hear; in x Fob, 2. 5. Who ſo keepeth bs 
Word, in him verily is the love of God perfelted, 


his Commandements is a lyer, «nd the truth 1s 
net in him. | 

I ſhall now ſpeak ſomething by way of 
Exhortation, to provoke you all in the 
fear of God to make conſcience to pra- 


this end conſider, that God doth look up- 
on all your-knowledge and profefſion to 
benothing worth, unlefſe you practiſe 
whap you know and profeſie. God looks 
upon all your hearing and praying, &c. as. 
nothing, unleſſe your converſation be 
anſwerable'co' it; and is it not pity that 
for want of ' praftiſe- you ſhould Ioſe 


the bleſſing of all your hearing,and Mage 
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and he that ſayes be loveth him and keepeth not | 


tHe whatyou hear and know ; and to| 
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©. ]theftefore God: did not account their 
__ Jknowledge and:;gifts ro be any thing, 
{becau they did got, praftiſe whar they 
{did know. *'Oh. then beloved, ſhall God. 


{your own ſoulof the love of God towards | 
- + you, unleſlſe you make conſcience to pra- 
Eile what you hear; in F:b. 24: 15. ſayes|. 
{Chriſt If 3a love me keep my Commandements;.| 
{and therefore often in Scripture theſe two;| 
are put together, Loving of God and keeping | 


| i, ot no warth.or eſteem in Gods account, 
{thacrthoughthou haft agreat deal of noti-. 
{onall Knowledpe, yct he looks upon thee 
{as.an ignorant for, and thou thac haft 
[heard {6 many Sermons, as if thou hadf: 
jneyer heard oneallchy life time? Ir is aid. 
1of che Sons of. El;, that they knew not the. 
{Lord, why they ?. ſurely they did know: 
| him, but becayfe they were Sons of Belial, 


jand unholy and profane in their lives, 


account thy kearing as nothing, and thy 


{praying as nothing, becauſe thou docft not] 
{make conſcience to praiſe what thou 
+&oeſt hear and. know ? | 


(2) You ean have no perſwafion in 


his Commandements.. qogr ea: 

Bur now by way of Conſolation, mes: 
thinks I hear a poet ſoul ſay, Are they | 
only bleſſed that hear the Word of God. 


and keep what. they hear? who then fhall | 


ſhall be bleſſd,. tor whois able to keep | 


what he hears ? I many times hear a duty | 
| _ 
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| but doers are happy. 
commanded, but I am not able ro performe| 
it, and ſuch and ſuch things required;bur } 
Iam not able to keep them, and ſuck and } 
ſuch graces preſſd to obtain, but Tam natj 
able to getthem, | | 
Anſw. For thy comfort know, that didſt | 
thou live under a Covenant of works, thau} 
couldeſt never be a bleſſed man, for thou! 
art not able to perform the conditions of} 
tt : for that requires thee to keep and ful-f 
fill the whole law of God perte&tly and; 
perſonally. But now being under a Cor} 
venant of grace, God accepts of thy! 
keeping of the Law if it be donefincerely| 
though it be but imperfe&ly, and though| 
itbenot donein thy own perſon, yet it it} - 
be done in the perſon of an other,the Lord 
accepts of it. God ſayes to us under a 
Covenant of grace bel:eve and live, if you 
' | makeconſcience to Keep the Word,though | 
you cannot keep it, yet I will pardon thee | 
and accept of thee ; and though thou canſt 
not keep the Law in thy own perſon, yet 
if my Son keeps it for thee, I will accept | 
of his obedience, as if it weredone by thee. | 
And therefore you muſt not lie down un- } 
der deſpondency of mind, becauſe you are | 
not under a Coyenant of works, but under } 
a Covenant of grace, wherein Chriſt ac- 
cepts of ſincere obedience though ic be not | 
FIT tis tofore hae iehght 
_ (2) Know for thy comfort thar it « 
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| 22:| © butideers are happy, — |. 
"'F_ _ {haſta fullpurpoſcotheart to keep thar | 
which thou heareft, it is Jookt upon by} ' 
God, as if thou did keep itzin Heb,11.17. 
it 18 faid there, that by faich Abrabam wher, 
be was tried did offer up his-ſon 1ſaac; becauſe | 
| Fbraham did in the reſolution and. purpoſe | 
of his heart determine to obey God in 
offering uþ his Son, therefore the Scripture 
looks upen it as done, though it were on- 
.ly in purpoſe,not actually. | 
| Why fo, thou that art-the Son of Abra- | 
hams, andhaft the faith of Abrabam, thoſe 
holy duties which thou docft defire to 
.perform better, as to pray better, and. to 
hear better, and 'pratife and live better 
then thou doſt ; in divineaccount this is 
| lookt upon as if it were really done. 


